
University of Passau, Chair for Common Law (Professor Dr. Jörg Fedtke) 

Chair for Common Law 
Professor Dr. Jörg Fedtke 

Summer 2021 
 

Seminar 
 

This seminar invites students to engage with the common law. Suggested topics come from a range of legal 
areas (the common law tradition, constitutional law, contracts and torts). The paper and the accompanying 
presentation meet the requirements of the Juristische Universitätsprüfung in SPBe 28/29. 
 

Topics 
 

1) Common vs civilian law – still so different today? 
2) Judicial elections? 
3) Codes or statutes? 
4) I dissent! A model for civilian jurisdictions? 
5) Consideration in American contract law today 
6) Arbitration clauses in contemporary American contract law 
7) Good faith in America? 
8) The development of negligence over time 
9) The duty of care post-Palsgraf 

10) What happened to Tort Law Reform in the United States? 
11) Who is afraid of punitive damages? 
12) Judicial review in Germany and the United States 
13) Confirming a president’s cabinet choices – a relict or sound separation of powers? 
14) Competitive vs cooperative federalism 
15) The filibuster – past, present and future 
16) Who controls the legislative agenda in Congress? 
17) Socio-economic rights in the United States 
18) Reforming Art. II of the U.S. Constitution?  

 
Anmeldung:  8-22 February 2021 
Bearbeitungsdauer: 6 weeks 
Seminartermin:   TBC 

 

Participants must register at the Chair of Common Law via e-mail to sylvia.boehm@uni-passau.de and 
send Professor Fedtke at joerg.fedtke@uni-passau.de three preferred topics by February 26, 2021. Please 
submit proof of your Schwerpunktbereich as well as the completed application form provided at 
https://www.uni-passau.de/studium/waehrend-des-studiums/pruefungssekretariat/rechtswissenschaften 
 
Topics will be confirmed on 1 March 2021. 

 
Papers may not exceed 60.000 signs (including footnotes and spaces but not counting the cover page, 
references, and the table of contents). Font: New Times Roman 12. Please leave a right margin of 6 cm. 
Papers must be submitted as one hard copy and in an electronic format (PDF). Students must also submit a 
brief summary of their paper and a set of theses or questions for discussion. There will be a meeting to 
discuss formalities, research techniques and substantive questions in a meeting in early March (date TBC). 
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